
It is mid year, and the Pan Asia Bridge 
Federation (PABF) Championships will be 
held in Hamilton, New Zealand, starting on 
21 May. Singapore will be sending two 
teams: an Open Team and Under 26 team. 
Good luck to both teams! We trust you to 
hold the Singapore flag high! For more info, 
you can visit http://www.pabf2010.co.nz. 
Look out for the vugraph schedule as our 
teams will need our support when they are 
featured live online. 

To find out about how the trials went for the 
Open Team, check out page 3, where 
Derek gives us a description on some of 
the nerve-wracking hands. And LL Wong 
shares with us different solutions, both 
resulting in a beautiful ending for declarer! 
So flick to page 5 to hear from our bridge 
guru.  

May 2010  • 12 pages

Disclaimer: Contributed articles are the opinion of the writer and do not necessarily represent the views of the SCBA committee

Labour Day Special Game
Saturday 1 May
9.30am
Singapore Open Teams
Qualifying round - Saturday 8 
May 
Finals/ Consolations – Sunday 9 
May, Saturday 15 May, Sunday 
16 May
Each team is allowed 8 players
Vesak Day Special Game
Friday 28 May
9.30am 

While the National team will be getting their 
bridge fix in New Zealand, the rest of us can 
play our hearts out at the Singapore Open 
Teams. This occurs over two weekends, 8/9 
May and 15/16 May. So do turn to the 
calendar of events, to view the other special 
games happening in May, and hurry on down 
to the SCBA clubhouse. 

As usual, any articles and contributions to the 
newsletter are warmly welcomed. 

Happy reading!

Yiu Lin
Editor Bridging SCBA
editor@scba.org.sg §

Reminder!
To those who have not already 
done so, please renew your 
SCBA club membership. This 
can be done with our Club 
Manager
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OR Ancient ruins of A Pura
OR Hilly country to see the Tea 

Plantation
OR Kandy , the famous Botanical 

Garden & Dalamaligawa temple 
of Tooth

OR Shopping Trip
OR Beautiful Sandy beaches

At no cost to you

During the evenings, you may enjoy night 
clubs of Sri Lanka on your own. 
All these facilities are provided for the 
first 125 entries received for teams,
Entry fee per Team is US 1,500 $, 
There are very attractive prize money for the 
winners.

If you are interested please let me know the 
following:
Is the date suitable to you?
The number of teams you would like to send 
The names of the members and captains (If 
you are aware now)

Once we receive the approval we shall let 
you know further details on how to enter 
your team. 

S.Sivagnanasundaram
Secretary, Bridge Federation Of Sri Lanka §

Dear friends and fellow bridge players,
Sri Lanka propose to host a major 
international event, the Sri Lanka 
International Bridge Tournament 

It is proposed to be held from 17th to 23rd 
August 2011, and will hopefully be 
sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism (to be 
confirmed). All efforts are being made to 
make your visit to our country as enjoyable 
and comfortable as we can. With that in 
mind, I would like to make the following 
points

-Transport will be arranged on arrival & 
departure of the teams. 
- The venue will be a 5 star hotel. 
- For every team, 5 members will be 
provided free hotel accommodation on 
sharing basis. 
- Breakfast, Lunch & Tea shall be provided 
free from 18th to 23rd

- Dinner shall be provided free for two days 
on 17th first day & the day of game closing 
ie 21st 
- Daily transport will be provided from hotel 
to playing venue & back
-On 22nd & 23rd you will be taken on 
conducted tour by luxury buses and you will 
be given a choice to: 

Visit famous places like Sigiriya, 
Dambulla Caves

Preliminary survey by the Bridge Federation of Sri LankaMay is a month of festivities, with Labour Day, 
Vesak Day and Mother’s Day. We have quite 
a few things going on at SCBA as well.
1. New Club Manager
Let us first welcome Mr Li Dingyi as our new 
club manager. Mr Li has been playing bridge 
at SCBA for years, and has decided to lend a 
helping hand by taking up the position. He 
comes from an IT background. Do have a 
chat with him!
2. PABF 2010
The Singapore Open and U26 teams will be 
leaving for Hamilton, New Zealand, at the end 
of the month for the PABF Championship. We 
wish them the best in the tournament and 
hope they have lots of fun in New Zealand.
3. Masterpoints
Due to technical difficulties with the database, 
the Masterpoints team is still working to 
ensure everybody’s record is accurate. We 
apologise for the delay in publishing the 
masterpoint update. The problem should be 
solved soon. Thank you for your patience with 
us on this.
4. Survey by Bridge Federation of Sri 
Lanka
We have been invited to give feedback to the 
Bridge Federation of Sri Lanka, to help in 
their organisation of an international 
tournament. Please see following message.
With warmest regards,
Poon Hua
Acting President §
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The format of the open teams qualifier 
was agreed to be a 6 session x 16 
board head to head affair between the 
two teams that entered. Everyone 
thought that 96 boards would be 
sufficient o see a significant difference 
between the two teams. How wrong 
could everyone be?

The teams were X-Men (C T Ng, Raj, 
Sugi and Chris) vs. Wong Choo Wai, 
Fabian, Marvin and Derek Maggs. The 
play was mixed with good play and 
errors in equal proportion. 

In the first stanza, an ill-timed balance 
after a 3�Aopening was doubled and 
the result was -1100. This and a few 
other boards led to X-Men being down 
45 IMPs after just 16 boards. 

However, by the end of the day, the 
lead was only a handful of IMPs, so 
the Sunday’s play was crucial. CT Ng 
played the next hand very well, to earn 
a double digit swing to X-Men and take 
the lead.

Open team qualifier 2010 for the PABF championships    by Derek Maggs

Dealer West – N-S vul
Choo Wai CT         Derek          Raj

2�> 2�; 1 P
P                   2NT        P               3NT
All Pass

1 Showed two suits of the same rank.

�; A87
�@KQJ
�AAK

�; 95 �> AQJ73 �; KT32
�@A82 �@T976
�AQ974 �A852
�> KT92 �; QJ64 �> 84

�@543
�AJT63
�> 65

Derek led the T�@to the Ace and Choo
Wai returned a �@. Noting the key was 
avoid setting up a 5th winner for the 
defence, CT won the �@and played a 
low �; to the J. He finessed the �> to 
his J, then cashed the �A, �; and �@
winners, to avoid being end-played. 
Then exited with his last �; . 

If Derek ducked, then dummy 
would win the Q and another �>
finesse would yield 10 tricks. 
Therefore he won, cashed his �@
winner and exited a �Ato Choo Wai, 
who was now end-played for the 
last 2 tricks. 8 tricks was the limit at 
the other table, so a big swing 
ensued.

There were two Ace ‘under lead’
positions that cost more than 25 
IMPs for Choo Wai’s team. 

Dealer N, E-W Vuln
N              E              S              W    
1�A X              P             1NT
P             2�A P             2�@
P             3NT          P             4�@
All Pass

A slightly (!) unusual auction 
resulted in North being on lead, 
where one of Choo Wai’s team 
mates imaginatively led the 2�;
from the following hand:
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Open team qualifier 2010 for the PABF championships  (cont’d)
by Derek Maggs

�; A32
�@QJ4
�AK10732

�; Q84 �> K6 �; K65
�@K95 �@AT862
�AQ8654 �AA
�> 32 �; J1097 �> AQ75

�@73
�AJ9
�> J10984

It did not tax declarer to run the small 
spade to his Q and limit his losses to a 
�; , a �@and a �>. 

At the other table 4�@was played by 
East (Choo Wai) and South chose to 
lead J�A. This contract can be made in a 
couple of ways. The easiest is to play 
North for Kx in �>s. i.e. cash the Ace 
and play a small card.  This has other 
chances when North is Kxx and has 
only two �@s.

When neither line was selected 
however, 4�@went down, resulting in a 
big swing.

Also in set 5 of 6 came this 
opportunity:
Dealer South; Love all
Sugi Choo Wai Chris      Derek
1�; P                 2�> P
3�> P                 3�A P
4�A P                4NT            P
5�> P                 6�> All pass

�; A6
�@107     (Chris)
�AAQ32
�> AKJ62

�; 752 �; JT8
�@Q984 �@A532
�AKJ10854 �A 976  
(Derek)
�> - �> 1095

�; KQ943   
�@KJ6
�A- (Sugi)
�> Q8743

Derek thought for an age about under 
leading his A�@against this Precision 
sequence. But Sugi had not cue bid 
the K�@so it rated to be with Chris. In 
the end, he led his Ace and Chris had 
an easy ride to 6�>�>�>�>.  

An inferior slam was reached in the 
other room and another big swing 
occurred.   With one set left to play it 
was X-Men with a 32 IMP lead. The 
final set saw some good declarer 
play and poor defence.

When the smoke had cleared X-Men 
had deservedly won the right to 
represent Singapore in Hamilton 
New Zealand by 1 IMP!!! §
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SOLUTION TO APRIL QUIZ     LL Wong This will be the following end position.

�; 65
�@-
�A-
�> A54

�; K �; 10
�@- �@5
�AKJ �A 6
�> J9 �> 76

�; -
�@K
�AA5
�> 102

At trick 9 when declarer plays the 
K�@, whatever West discards would 
result in the 10th trick for declarer. 
What a beautiful ending! 

For those interested in more 
advanced play, let’s see what would 
happen, if at Trick 3, East went up 
with Q�A, in an attempt to get in. 
Declarer must now win with A�A. 

Trick 4 – And play a small �; . 
Assuming West plays the K�; , 
declarer should duck. However, if 
West should play a small spade, 

It is best to win trick 2 in dummy and 
continue as follows: 

Trick 3 – Small �Ato declarer’s 3�A. This 
will be won by West, thereby preventing 
entry to East and cutting the 
communication

Trick 4 – West will likely return �; , which 
is won in dummy. 

Trick 5 – A small �> from dummy means 
that East should go up with the Q�>. If 
he doesn’t, declarer can play the 10�>, 
to establish dummy’s 4th �>, cutting the 
communication again. Assuming East 
plays the Q�>, declarer wins in hand.

Trick 6 – And plays small �A, ruffing on 
table with dummy’s last trump

Trick 7 – Dummy plays small �; , ruffing
in hand, and…

Trick 8 and 9 – Declarer draws the last 
two trumps, giving West a difficult 
decision in what to discard. His first 
discard could be a �; , but what will he 
discard on trick 9? 

The contract is 4�@by South, with 
the 2�@lead.

�; A6543
�@1097
�A2
�> A543

�; KQJ7 �; 1098
�@2 �@A543
�AKJ1098 �A Q76
�> J98 �> Q76

�; 2   
�@KQJ86
�AA543
�> K102

After studying the hand, you can see 
that the danger is with East drawing 
trumps to reduce this hand’s ruffing
value. The main play will be to focus 
on cutting off any chance for East to 
get in. 

East will win the lead, and return a 
trump, with west discarding low �A. 
East cannot afford to duck the lead, 
as declarer has 8 top tricks and 2 
diamond ruffs for a total of 10 tricks. 
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MAY QUIZ LL Wong

This hand was played at the 24th

Singapore National Bridge League, 
League Cup 1, on 10 April, at the 
SCBA club house, where 20 teams 
played the following: 

�; J63     (East)
�@AK3
�AAKJ1074
�> J

�; AK52
�@109743
�A32
�> 109    (West)

After three passes, East opened 1D, 
and with no intervention, West 
replied 1H. Now what would you 
rebid, as East? You will be surprised 
to hear a number of different 
contracts ranged from 2S, 3D, 3NT 
to 4H. 

How would you play a 4H contract, 
assuming that a winning club is led 
and continued? §

declarer should play dummy’s A�; , to 
prevent East from getting in. 

Trick 5 – West now has a number of 
choices. Most will play their �As. If so, 
dummy should discard a small �; , for a 
loser on loser play. 

Trick 6 – Assuming West continues 
�As, this can be ruffed with dummy’s 
last �@. 

Trick 7 – A spade from dummy can be 
ruffed in hand.

Trick 8 – And trumps drawn, 
discarding �> in dummy. West must 
now keep his �; s (otherwise dummy’s 
last two �; s are good), as well as his 
last �A, otherwise declarer’s small �Ais 
good. As such, the only discard 
available is small �>

Trick 9 – When the last trump is 
drawn, West needs to throw the 
second �>.

Trick 10 – A small club to dummy’s A�>
will drop West’s J�>. 

Trick 11 – Another �> from dummy 
back to declarer’s hand can finesse 
East’s Q�>. 

Do note that there are various different 
solutions if there is a change of card 
play at tricks 4, 5 and 6. There are 
also many grey areas, if you do not 
handle the cards in the right order. §
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Easter Congress
Mixed Pairs 2 April 2010, (24 pairs)  
1st Lam Ze Ying & Terje Lie
2nd Wu Hong Jun & Loo Choon Chou 
3rd Greta Chai & Ivan Mok

Open Pairs 2 April 2010, (24 pairs)
1st Loo Choon Chou & Poon Hua
2nd Yuan Sujie & Yu Yue
3rd Lam Ze Ying & Terje Lie

Open Team 3-4 April 2010 (18 teams)
1st Ambassador – Patrick Choy, Phoebe Lin, Endo 

Kimiko, Alan Sia
2nd Rylai – Kelvin Ng, Lam Cheng Yen, Tan Wei Seng, 

Allen Tan, Zhu Junyi
3rd X-Men – Ng Chun Tat, Krishnan Rajendra, Christopher 

Gregory, AK Heng
Consolation 1st Friends of Sheep – Chua Gang, Loo Choon Chou, 

Poon Hua, Fong Kien Hoong, Zhang Yukun

Jackpot Pairs Monday evening
1 Feb to 5 April 
Winner: Greta Chai, Best 5 games averaged 58/12%

Jackpot Pairs Monday morning
4 January to 29 March
Winner: Alan Sia, Best 8 games averaged 61.52%

Next season will run from 19 April to 7 June (Monday Evening) and 5 
April to 21 June (Monday Morning). Are you our next winner? 

Siglap CC Open pairs winners, (L to R) Murli Vee, Bilu, Ronnie 
Oh, Nancy Oh, Tan Eng Choo, Zhang Ping and CY Yu

Siglap CC Open Pairs
11 April 2010, (26 pairs)

1st Ronnie Oh & Nancy Oh
2nd CY Yu & Zhang Ping
3rd Murli Vee & Bilu
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Singapore National Bridge League results
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Vesak Day 
Special Game

$5 – member, $7 –
guest, $3 - student

• 9.30am

24th Singapore 
National Bridge 
League Open 
House #5

• 2.30pm
SCBA

24th Singapore 
National Bridge 
League Open 
House #4

• 2.30pm
SCBA

Singapore Open   
Teams Finals/ 
Consolation

Singapore Open   
Teams Qualifying

$400 – team, 
$200 – student 
team 8-9 May

Singapore Open   
Teams Finals/ 
Consolation

Kuching Congress

Labour Day 
Special Game

$5 - member, $7 -
guest, $3 – student

• 9.30am

1 

8

Singapore Open   15
Teams Finals/ 
Consolation

15-16 May

Kuching Congress

All events are held 
at SCBA 
Clubhouse unless 
stated otherwise.
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May 2010 Events Calendar

Mon Tue Wed Thu                     Fri                    Sat Sun

10

26

22

27 28 29 30

47th PABF 
Championships

New Zealand

21-30 May



Youth Pairs 
Championship

$15 a person
• 2.00 – 10.30pm

24th Singapore 
National Bridge 
League Open 
House #7

• 2.30pm, SCBA

24th Singapore 
National Bridge 
League Open House 
#6

• 2.30pm, SCBA

24th World Wide 
Bridge Contest
$12 a member, $15 
a guest, $8 a student

• 7.30pm

All events are held 
at SCBA 
Clubhouse unless 
stated otherwise.
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24232221

2018
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June 2010 Events Calendar

Mon Tue Wed Thu                     Fri                    Sat Sun

11

4 5

26

3

19

28 29 30

21

National Schools 
Bridge Team 
Championships

$100 per team
22-23 June



Corporate Members + SCBA Officials

SCBA weekly games  Monday – 9.30am and 7.30 pm 
Thursday - 9.30 am
Friday – 1.00pm and 7.30pm
Sunday - 2.00 pm

KAMPONG KEMBANGAN CC , 5 Lengkong Tiga. Mon/ Thurs 
7.00pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – Derek Maggs)

NTU CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB , 20 Nanyang Green Hall 7. 
Tues 7.30pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – Lan Foo)

NUS SPORTS & RECREATION CENTRE, Kent Ridge 
Crescent, MPSH 4. Tues 7.00pm (SCBA Liaison Officer –
Fabian)

NUSS The Graduate Club, 9 Kent Ridge Drive
Every Wed 7.30 pm at Bkt Timah Guild House (SCBA Liaison 
Officer – Thiagarajan)

SIGLAP COMMUNITY CENTRE, 300 Bedok South Avenue 3
Sun  2.30 pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – AK Heng)

SINGAPORE ISLAND COUNTRY CLUB, 240 Sime Road 
Bridge @ The Niblick. Mon/ Thurs 7.30 pm. Wed 1.00pm (from 
7 April 2010)  (SCBA Liaison Officer – S Mahadevan)

SINGAPORE JAPAN CLUB BRIDGE LEAGUE, 120 Adam 
Road. Tues  9.00 am (SCBA Liaison Officer – Lan Foo)

SINGAPORE RECREATION CLUB, B Connaught Drive
Tues 7.30 pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – Maha)

TANGLIN CLUB , 5 Stevens Road, Mon, Wed & Fri at 1pm, 
Wed at 7.30pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – Derek Maggs)

SCBA, 51 Bishan St 13 #01-01 

Tel: +65 6356 8540 Fax: +65 6259 7832 
info@scba.org.sg, www.scba.org.sg
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Wong Choo Wai 9101 3460 , president@scba.org.sg
President

Poon Hua 96939242, vicepresident@scba.org.sg
Vice President

Derek Maggs 9150 5842 , secretary@scba.org.sg
Honorary Secretary

Thiagarajan 98186427, treasurer@scba.org.sg
Honorary Treasurer

Foo Yoke Lan 9731 0691 competition@scba.org.sg
Competition Secretary

Fabian Tan 9643 0418, fabian@scba.org.sg
Asst Treasurer/ League Manager

AK Heng 9618 3785, aikoan@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Chua Gang 9731 6845, chuagang@hotmail.com
Committee Member

Sugiharto 9124 9917, sugi@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Sethuraman Mahadevan (Maha) 8133 2191, maha@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Zhang Yukun 9824 0315, yukun@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Li Dingyi 9669 8498
Club Manager

Chan Yiu Lin editor@scba.org.sg
Editor, Bridging SCBA
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